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BLAXHALL: 


The sun is streaming in as | type this, and summer almost upon us, so fingers crossed we make it 

through lurgi- wld this time! The Fete is already being mentioned and plans are well under way 

| for the Festival, lots of details of which can be found inside. 

m Before either of those however, we have a weekend of 

events lined up to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee, 

@ and aspecial bumper edition of the Newsletter to boot. A full 

Hm list of events can be found on page 9, but they include 

something for everyone! Overleaf on page 10 can be found 

Wa our exciting free gifts, but please be sure to read page 9 
ue» Cefore reaching for the scissors! 


Meanwhile, our regular snapper Malcolm Pearce sent us 
(above)the Ukranian flag Ff = 
flying high above St. Peters - | Page 2 Church News 
thanks to Mike Cowling for} Page 3 The Ship 
arranging it. On the left, 
young Emily Bowles got . 
Jubilee events underway | Page5 History 
early by helping plant a new § Page 6 This & That 


oak tree on the Playing Field. P ; 
More details inside, together Page7 More This & That: 


with news of asad departure, | Page 8 BPCInformation | 
new arrivals and more. —_ ae 


Page 4 Council News 


ll & Church News 7 = 


After the Communion Service at Blaxhall 
Church on 17 May a gift was given to Jill and 
Nigel Suckling from the PCC in recognition of 
their time with us at the church and on the PCC 
and thank you to Nigel for his sterling work 
Sy) fundraising and obtaining grants towards the 
-,cost of replacement drains and new 
rendering. They will be missed very much at 
the church andin the village and we wish them 
wellin theirnew home in Dorset. 


Life must go however, and the great news is 
that it’s Festival time again! Who needs 
Glastonbury and Latitude when we've got 


Blaxhall Festival 


This year’s theme... 


Football Clubs of 
Britain and Europe. 
‘ Ie . . i: - aC , 
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“business-as-usual” BLAXHALL? 22 ; ' a. 
St Peter's Festival 25/26 June isscheduled to go} am. + EN i 
ahead and is calculated to raise even more kL saa a Pe 
eyebrows than usual with its innovative theme 

of: “FOOTBALL CLUBS OF BRITAIN & EUROPE”! 2Sth & 2 th June 
NB> St Peter's Patronal Service will be at 10am ae 

What on earth do flowers and football have in Tiam Spm 
common, you may ask. Well, you'll have to | Flower displays, lunches and teas, live 
come and see for yourself; and while you're | music & open mic, children’s games, 
about it what about volunteering to help with -- churchyard safari, plant. _ . 
one of the events during the weekend? All pos 

offers of help to: ae 
miranda @thesummerhouseinsnape.co.uk eis “Ne 
AND NOWIT'S REALLY HAPPENING! -archive photos and more! 


See you there festival goers! . Non-football fans welcome! >> ¢ 
wee Se Any changes due to covid-19 will be posted on facebook/blaxhall at 


; 4 ig. BS 
» ” 
~ -w € 
p S — as 


| i (2) 


—_ | We Council News Wal ES 


Village Hall & Playing Field 


As you all know we have been trying to get grants towards new play and outdoor sport 
equipment. While we have managed to get a few small grants the large ones are still being 
directed mostly toward Covid related schemes. As one of the most asked foritems was a boules 
piste we decided to put that at the top of the list. 


The estimate from a contractor was £8,000 but we thought we could do it for a lot less. So six 
volunteers spent three days marking and digging out the area, putting in a wooden surround 
and filling with layers of crushed concrete stone and granite clippings. The result of our labours 
has given Blaxhall its own boules piste which we will open on June 4th and play our first games. 
The total cost was around £1200 which included all materials and digger hire. Many thanks to 
my hardworking crew who did a brilliant job in creating a 

bargain piste. 


Thanks to everyone for returning the questionnaires re the play equipment. We need as much 
input from the community as possible as this is essential for our grant funding applications. 
Please fill it in and return it if haven't cilia If vous missed the = et please email 
gr.jonnson@hotmail. — 

com foracopy. 


We would love to 
see you all for the 
Platinum Jubilee (gms 
Celebrations on the 
playing field. 


We will be on the 
field at 9.15 ready to 
light the beacon at 
9.450m Thursday 
2nd June, bring your \— 
drinks to toast the | 
Queen, we will 


provide some light si 
bites. The boules piste construction crew enjoying a well earned break! 


Then the main event on Saturday 4th, come for an afternoon of fun and games 2pmitill 4.30. We 
will play boules, table tennis in the hall, rounders, egg throwing and anything else people would 
like to do. There won't be a bar so BYO but we are organising a tea. If you can provide a plate of 
food please let Joyce know on 688309. 


In the evening the Thameside Mummers are having a Ceilidh in the Village Hall, all are 
welcome, entry £5, BYO. 
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From the owner, Terence Davey, May, 2022. 


lam happy to report that the old Ship Inn remains afloat and financially viable despite the 
recent years of Lockdowns and long periods of social distancing. 

The survival of the business through very hard times was a result of the hard work and ingenuity 
of the staff, the freedom from any brewery tie and the determination of the owner to save the 
traditions of the Blaxhall Ship for future generations. 

However; none of the above would have been of any use without our loyal Customers, 
musicians, singers and performers who continued to use the Ship whenever we were able to be 
open for business. 

Many thanks to all those who have made it possible for a pub to survive in Blaxhall village. 


Just as the Covid plague was becoming history, the main route into Blaxhall for the holiday 


trade was closed until “at least October or 
maybe next year”. 

Che Chamesive 
SMunumers 


ESIp, 


Yon yse? 


We are informed that the road closure shall have nl 
no compensation and no relief from the business a 
rate tax of hundreds of pounds a week. 

The income from the summer season would have 
provided for the poor winter trading conditions; 


however, the closure of the road, without any from Leigh-on-Sea in Essex 
financial relief or mitigating signage, may result in will be performing 
Blaxhall becoming just one more village without a a traditional Mumming Play 
pub. a 


But we continue to hope for better times:- 
Margaret & Ken who successfully steered the Ship 
through the Covid years, have left for a good rest 
while looking for their very own business and we 
wish them both every success. 

Meanwhile, the program of music and events will 
continue and include the resurrection of the 
popular, fortnightly, 'Open Mike Night". 

The principal characteristic of the Blaxhall Ship is 
freedom and good fellowship. 


THE SHIP INN 


at Blaxhall 


How poor must be those communities where no 
such place exists! 
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The Last Resort 


Much as we love reminiscing about the more desirable aspects of past times in the village, there 
were of course darker features of life in the dim and distant past, as we've touched on in other 
articles, such as accident and illness. Another phenomena that is, thankfully, far less common in 
modern day Blaxhall than it once was is the tragedy of suicide. 


It’s almost 50 years since the last person took their own life in the village, an individual born before 
the first world war, who felt driven to end it all by hanging himself from a far more recently arrived 
pylon. Before him, however, such events were far more common. Mental illness was, of course, 
around in the 19th and early 20th centuries, but rarely diagnosed, especially amongst the poor 
working classes who couldn’t afford medical help except in dire emergencies and would 
generally have been too proud to admit mental frailty anyway. Then, of course, there was the very 
real terror of long term physical pain and terminal illness, before modern pain relief or outright 
cures it was all too common to be faced with years of suffering and zero chance of respite. Other 
driving factors could be stress from shortage of money, being faced with the workhouse, the 
shame of anillegitimate pregnancy oreven a good old-fashioned broken heart. 


Inmany cases the fog of time has swallowed the reasons for residents accepting the last resort, as 
is the case with Ben Jay, who hanged himself on the staircase of his Stone Common home in 1947, 
Bob French, who did similarly from a tree in 1955, or Dorothy Mayhew as recently as 1972, although 
inmost such living-memory cases there are naturally suggestions and rumours. 


Go further back, and we generally don't even have those; when William Mattin hanged himself in 
1840 he was simply described by the coroner as “a lunatic”. Sometimes a little more information is 
forthcoming, as with award-winning shepherd, Lionel Richardson, who again hanged himself, 
aged just 28, at Fir Tree Farm. He was described as being “depressed in spirits for the last three 
months” and diagnosed by the coroner as suffering from a congested liver, melancholia and 
being of an unsound mind. Sixty-seven year-old Joseph Row was, according to his wife, “often 
deranged in his mind” in the period leading up to his hanging himself from a cherry tree in the 
garden of their Mill Common home. Another villager apparently of “unsound mind” was 63 year- 
old bachelor and shoemaker John Daniels, wno Hanged himself by a cord fastened to a hook in 
the ceiling of his back-house on Stone Commonin 1867. 


Whilst most of the above were from the less wealthy part of society, those from middle or upper 
classes could also succumb on occasion, as was the case with farmer George Skeet, who was 
discovered by his son in a barn at Lime Tree Farm in 1896, having cut his own throat. He had 
recently been in poor health and had just returned from a fortnight’s holiday aimed at improving 
matters, but evidently to little effect. 


Last, and most heartbreaking, are the cases involving children. One such is that of 12 year-old 
Henry Bailey, who in 1843 was accused by a dairy-maid of stealing a halfoence and some apples, 
for which she threatened to send for the policeman. Henry admitted taking the apples, but 
denied stealing the halfoence. When he failed to show up for breakfast the next morning a search 
took place and he was discovered, hanged by means of a cow shackle that afternoon. The 
coroner returned a verdict of felo de se, an ancient term used to describe suicide for several 
centuries, during which it was seen as a sin and the culprit was buried outside the churchyard or 
even at the nearest crossroads. Thankfully for Henry the law had changed in 1823 and burial in the 
churchyard was permitted. 


Finally, in ourlengthy (but far from exhaustive) list, is the 1891 death of William Jay. First cousin of the 
aforementioned Ben, William was just 15 and working as a brick-layers labourer at Campsea Ashe 
High House when he ended his life, apparently out of the blue. Those who knew him said he had 
been in good health and spirits recently, but on the afternoon in question mysteriously resoonded 
to his friend’s “farewell till tonight” with the line “Il don’t know if you'll see me tonight, | may be 
dead”. However strange it may have seemed, William, whatever the cause, was proven to be 
deadly serious, when his body was discovered hanging in a stable that night. 
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Boules Builders 
As described on page 3, an industrious team of budding village sportsmen have done a 
fabulous job of creating from scratch our very own Blaxhall Boules Piste. Many hours of hard work 
will hopefully be rewarded by many years of great fun. 


Footpath 
Residents who haven't, 
walked the path from Stone ° 
Common to Beversham this PRODUCE PLEASE! 
year might be interested to 
know that over the winter the 
path has been cut/widened 
and a whole new crossing 
apparatus installed to assist in | 
safely negotiating the rail ' 
tracks. 


The village fete on 13 August may seem a long way off, 
but now is the time to be tending your gardens and 
planting your allotments with a view to entering some (or 
even all) of the classes in our produce show. There will be 
the usual classes for vegetables, fruit, flowers and herbs 
and | would be very grateful for as many entries as 
possible so that my first year organising this event is not a 


total disaster! Entry forms will be available by email from 
evelynp@suffolkonline.net or by phoning me (Evelyn 
Parkinson) on 07769 830676 


Just for fun it would be lovely to add even more colour to 
the marquee this year with a display of your pictures on 
the theme of ‘My Garden’ hanging around the marquee. 

A4 size only please. Templates to colour in can be 


provided. 
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Katch Comes to Blaxhall 

We are pleased to announce that the 
Katch bus service has added Blaxhall to 
its route, which currently includes 
several stops in Snape, Tunstall, 
Framlingham, Wickham Market and 
Campsea Ashe. 


Katch will be serving Blaxhall over the a ee a 
summer and up to the current end date ; _! 
at Christmas 2022, but if successful the 
service will hopefully be extended into 
the future. You can book a pick-up 
using the app, or by phoning 01728 
554455. For full details of fare, routes, 
etc, or to download the the app, visit 


met Pare fa ’/ Branching Out 

ron te B) An excellent turnout of local children (below) helped to 
plant a dozen fruit trees on Stone Common and the Playing 
Field in March, as part of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
Branching Out Fund. The new trees join the recently 
f planted Jubilee oak (left). 


wy 


BCOST and the Parish Council successfully obtained 
funding for the fruit trees from the Tree Council's Branching 
§ Out fund, which supports schools, community groups and 
Tree Warden Networks across the country, so a big “Well 

Done!” to all concerned. 


SEfas 


Fibre Broadband - Chapter 3 


Readers may recall that we reported on Openreach’s Fibre To The 
Premises installation work in the last two editions, with Stone Common 
being promised availability from the end of December, then moved to 
February. Having sooken to Openreach I’ve been assured that it’s still 
happening, but delays mean it will now be the end of July. Meanwhile, 
private company County Broadband have been looking at bringing FTITP 
to the village, but only ifenough people sign up and commit to contracts. 
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Parish Councillors 


Graham Bowles 01728 688192 (Chairman) Karen Baker 01728 688200 
Shane Pictor 01728 688205 Ray Herring 01728 746337 
Jonathan Cutting 01728 688003 Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


Joanne Peters 01394 459400 (Parish Clerk) 


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor - Ray Herring 07885 249218 
ray.herring@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk 

Suffolk County Councillor - Andrew Reid 07545 423799 andrew.reid @suffolk.gov.uk 
Copies of minutes and agendas can be found at http://blaxhall.onesuffolk.net/parish- 
council/ 


Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30 and are open to all parishioners, 
the public and press. The 2022 dates are: Wednesday 12th January, Wednesday 2nd March, 
Wednesday 4th May, Wednesday 6th July, Wednesday 7th September and Wednesday 2nd 
November. 


Community Transport — “Connecting Communities” 01728 635938 The service booking line 
operates 08.45am to 4m, Mon-Fri 


Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust — www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org 
For contact details of all trustees ring Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


The Mobile Library comes to Blaxhall, and stops at The Youth Hostel 9.35 —- 10am calling 
every 4 weeks on Wednesdays: the upcoming dates are, 1 June, 29 June, 27 July, 24 
August, 21 September 


Large print, Audio & Childrens' books, also CDs and DVDs are available for a small charge. 
Contact Pete Wells or Helen Hudson on help @suffolklibraries.co.uk, visit the website 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/libraries-and-mobiles/or phone 01473 584563 

To put something in the Village Noticeboard, please ring Graham Bowles 01728 688192 
To put something in the Newsletter email to shane@blaxhall.com tel. 01728 688205 


Allotment information contact Sophie Martin on 07724 356916, 
Blaxhall.Allotments@gmail.com 


Deadline for next Newsletter - 17" August 
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Celebrations 


Thursday 2 June 2022 - Playing field 9.15pm (for 9.45pm) 


National lighting of the beacon in honour of 
Queen's Platinum Jubilee 


Nibbles will be provided - please bring a drink to toast 
Saturday 4 June 2022 - Playing field 2pm to 5pm 


An afternoon of games and socialising with 
a scrumptious tea 


Opening of Blaxhall Boules Pitch to celebrate the Jubilee 
Other games include table tennis, tug of war, egg throwing, 
rounders - take part or just spectate and socialise 


Contributors for tea of cakes and savouries, or to help on the 
day most welcomed - please contact Joy Shaw in advance 
on joyjoyshaw@gmail.com or 07789858564 


Saturday 4 June 2022 - Ceilidh by the Thameside Mummers 
in the village hall in the evening 
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Please find below our selection of free, 


commemorative, cut-out-and-keep 
goodies to celebrate the 
Platinum Jubilee 


a 

This reminder of the Royal Visit 
back in 1994 can be cut out 
and sellotaped to the fridge 


(Please note, comb not suitable for use on wet hair, and beermat is non-alcoholic!) 
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